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and is addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The patents and/or publications listed on the enclosed PTO Form-1449 are 
submitted pursuant to 37 CFR § § 1 .56, 1 .97, and 1 .98. Copies of the patents or publications 
are enclosed as necessary. 




TIME OF FILING 

This information disclosure statement is being filed: 

with the application or within three months of the filing date of the application 
or date of entry into the national stage of an international application or, to the 
best of the undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. In accordance with 37 CFR 
§ 1.97(b), no certification or fee is required. 

after the time period specified in paragraph 1 above, but, to the best of the 
undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of a final action under 37 CFR 
§ 1 . 1 1 3 or notice of allowance under 37 CFR §1.311. Therefore, in accordance 
with 37 CFR § 1.97(c), submitted herewith is: 
(check either A or B below) 

A. a certification as specified in 37 CFR § 1.97(e). 

B. the fee set forth in 37 CFR §1.17(p) for submission of an 
information disclosure statement under 37 CFR § 1.97(c). 

after the mailing date of either a final action under 37 CFR § 1 . 1 1 3 or a notice 
of allowance under 37 CFR §1.311, whichever occurs first, but before payment 
of the issue fee. Therefore, Applicant submits herewith: 

A. a certification as specified in 37 CFR §1. 97(e); 

B. the petition fee set forth in 37 CFR §1.17(i); and 

C. the accompanying petition under 37 CFR § 1.97(d). 

CERTIFICATION 

(only used if No. 2 or No. 3 above is checked) 
The person(s) signing below certify 

(check appropriate paragraph) 
that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. 37 CFR § 1 .97(e)(1 ). 

OR 

that no item of information contained in this InformationDisclosure Statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application or, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
CFR §1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 37 
CFR §1. 97(e)(2). 
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PETITION 

(only used if No. 3 above is checked) 
Applicant(s) hereby petition(s) pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) that this 
Information Disclosure Statement, Form PTO-1449, and document(s) identified therein be 
considered. 

PRIOR AND RELATED APPLICATIONS 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.98(d), copies of the patents and publications 
listed on the enclosed PTO Form-1449 are not provided because the patents and publications 
were previously cited by, or submitted to, the Patent Office in a prior application that 
Applicant(s) rely upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 1 20. Documents listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449 were cited by, or submitted to, the examiner of the following patent 
application(s): 

Applicant(s): 
Serial No. 
Filing Date: 
Title: 
Status: 

Other applications related to application Serial No. are: 

Applicant(s): 
Serial No. 
Filing Date: 
Title: 
Status: 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

No fee is required. 

Attached is a check in the amount of $ . 



The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fee deficiency required by this paper, or 
credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 13-2855. A copy of this paper is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN 
6300 Sears Tower 
233 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6402 
(312) 474-6300 



Date: September . 2001 



By /jj+S/fy. 

_3x^f^B7-H^tman 
Reg. No: 26,910 
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Document 
Number 


Issue 
Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
If 

Appropriate 






4,602,046 


7/22/86 


Buser et al 












5,580,905 


12/3/96 


Schwartz, Jr. 












5,698,378 


12/16/97 


Kawamoto 





























FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


*Examiner 
Initials 




Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Country 






Translation 




Class 


Subclass 


Yes 


No 






DE 1934552 




Germany 






X 








DE 19545357 




Germany 






X 








DE 2357977 




Germany 






X 








DE 4134019 




Germany 






X 








EP 304667 




EPO 






X 








EP 589642 




EPO 






X 








JP09 174029 




Japan 






X 





OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through 
| citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include codv of this form with next communication to aoplicant 



